A place to care: the homebound elderly.
As America's elderly population continues to age, accessing adequate primary health care becomes more difficult. A survey of 22 homebound elderly people examined their acceptance of the expanded role functions of nurse practitioners to meet primary care needs in their homes. Chi-square analyses correlated participants' answers to demographic information. Only the variables of income and religion indicated statistical significance (P < .05) when correlated with expanded functions. Protestants, elders with no religious affiliation, and those with incomes below $20,000 indicated they would allow nurse practitioners to perform more expanded role functions than Catholics and those with higher incomes would. Generalizability is limited because of the small sample size, indicating a need for additional research with larger samples and more diverse populations.